Celebrating 30 years helping children in Quesnel
 A little bit of history:  In February 1978, a Big Brothers group was organized in Quesnel.   Founding members in the first few years included: Kurt Pedersen, Deb Pedersen, Sue Graf, Joe Morris, Donalda O’Neil, Gary Fukishima, Rob Butler, Ed Napier and Ken Klassen. In 1979, Provisional Status was received from Big Brothers of Canada.  In 1987, it expanded to include Big Sisters in the program.  In 1988, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Quesnel was incorporated under the Society Act and affiliate status with Big Brothers of Canada was granted.
“We are very proud of our mentoring programs and the children we help in our community.  This wouldn’t be possible without the commitment, dedication and enthusiasm from all of our volunteers (Big Brothers, Big Sisters, In-School and Teen Mentors) throughout the years.  The successful accreditation is a great way to salute our 30 year anniversary in Quesnel!” exclaimed Heather Smith, President of the Quesnel agency. “We will be planning a few events in celebration and will be contacting the early members of our organization in the hopes that they will be able to attend.”
Last month, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Quesnel was granted Accreditation having successfully met the review standards outlined by the national governing body, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Canada.  As a measure to continually ensure maximum child safety and the pursuit of organizational excellence Big Brothers Big Sisters introduced a review process for its member agencies more than twenty five years ago and has most recently evolved this process into the National Accreditation Program.  This process occurs every five years for each agency.

The Accreditation certificate is granted upon approval of agency practices in the areas of child safety, service delivery, and organizational excellence.  Organizational excellence includes a consultative process with agency volunteers, parents and board members, assurance of sound fiscal management practices, and agency strategic planning. 

”This Accreditation program is critical as we move forward in our efforts to reach and support more children.  The program provides the local agency with the information and assurance they need to know that they are doing a good job and that they are doing the right things,” states Bruce MacDonald, President & CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Canada. “The national strategic plan has outlined an ambitious goal of serving 100,000 children by 2013; our Accreditation program has a direct and positive impact towards achieving the strategic goal.”
Other Notes

The agency is especially in need of Big Brothers. If you have a couple hours every week to share some fun time with a Little Brother, contact the agency.

Bowl for Kids Sake 2008 – Sunday, April 27 – start signing up your team on-line at bigbrothersbigsistersofquesnel.ca  or contact Joanie at the ‘Little Big House’ 368 Vaughan Street or  992-7257
