INFORMATION TO PARENTS

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF QUESNEL

IN-SCHOOL MENTORING PROGRAM

What is the Mentoring Program?

· An encouragement program offered by volunteers for selected boys and girls in the elementary grades.

· An opportunity for children to benefit from a one-to-one relationship with a caring, reliable volunteer.

· A way to expand the child’s information about the world beyond their own family and neighborhood.

· A partnership program of Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Quesnel and School District #28.

How does it work?

· Each volunteer or Mentor becomes a special friend to one child.


Mentors visit with their child only at their school.

· Visits are during school hours or right after school for one hour per week during the school year 

· The Mentor and the Little Brother/Little Sister spend their time in ways that are of interest to the child (i.e. physical activity, playing board games, visiting the school library to read, talking, drawing, crafts, or working on the computer)


Who are the Mentors?
· Community volunteers, college students or high school students (Teen Mentors).

· Reliable people who will keep their appointment with the children.

· Volunteers are screened, trained and supervised by the Big Brother/Big Sister agency.

· The Mentors commit themselves to this volunteer work for one year, but may be available to continue with the same child for a subsequent year.

What is the role of a parent, who accepts the Mentoring Program as offered to the child?  

· Support the child’s friendship with the Mentor by letting the child know the parent is glad he/she is involved.

· Know that the parent is welcome to meet the Mentor at the school, if he/she wishes.

· Talk to your child about the activities with the Mentor

· Sign a permission form before the program begins.

· Complete a year end evaluation form.

What might be the benefits of this extra attention for the children?

· Children may feel more important.

· Children may become more self-confident in their ability to succeed 

· School work/attitude may improve because of this positive experience during the school year.

If you would like more information contact Maggie Bello 

Executive Director
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Quesnel

992-7257, 368 Vaughn Street, bbbsques@goldcity.net
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